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Western middle class. Middle-class Americans had grasped this truth,
and they were determined at all costs to preserve the middle-class spirit
of private enterprise by preserving the middle-class way of life, because
they were alive to the danger that the energy which had originally made
the Industrial Revolution and which was now keeping going the
Industrial System of economic production might be paralysed by the
rise and spread of the defensive, negative, unenthusiastic trade-union
and civil-service ethos.

The weak points in the North American approach are all implicit in
Horace's observation that 'coelum, non animum, mutant qui trans mare
currunt'.1 The American hope of being able to create an Earthly Para-
dise was founded, as we have noticed, on a belief in the possibility of
being able to leave the Old World behind by making the transit of the
Atlantic, and this belief was an illusion; for the Old World was not
a physical continent whose dust the Pilgrim Fathers could shake off2
as they took to their boats; it was the spiritual burden of Original Shi,
which Christian had to carry with him to a stage in his progress that
was far in advance of the farthest point normally attained by Vhomme
moyen sensuel on either side of the Atlantic.

The Old World in this haunting spiritual sense of the term had
crossed the Atlantic into the New World of North America in the souls
of the first settlers from Europe on North American soil; and Original
Shi made havoc of the sanguine middle-class American belief that the
claims of social justice could be satisfied by a guarantee to all men of
an absolute minimum standard of living, however high that standard
might be set; for human standards are never absolute and objective;
they are always subjective and relative; and it is not in Human Nature
for one man to be content with his own standard, whatever its height,
if his neighbour's standard is conspicuously higher. The cause of class-
conflict thus lay, not in the inadequacy of the absolute standard of the
lowest class in the scale, but in the inequality between the standards
of the lowest class and the highest; this law of Human Nature was no
less valid west of the Atlantic than east of it; and, if the proof of the
pudding was in the eating, there was another side to the attitude of
the American industrial workers which militated against the contention
that in North America the class-conflicts of the Old World had been
exorcized by a new American way of life. It was both incontestable and
significant that the height of the minimum standard of living enjoyed
by industrial workers in North America, and the abundance of the
opportunities open to them for rising into the middle class, had not
made the North American working class proof against succumbing to
trade-union practices and the trade-union e*thos.

Moreover, an Old World that had invaded the New World of North
America in the seventeenth century in the inward spiritual form of
Original Sin had launched a second wave of invasion in the twentieth
century in a form which, by comparison, was material and superficial,
yet which nevertheless was importunately intrusive. The geographical

1  Horace: Epistulae, Book I, Ep. xi, L 27.

2  Matt. x. 14; Mark vi. n; Luke ix. 5 and x. 11; Acts xiii. 51 and rviii. 6.